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ExaGrid’s disk-based backup appliances offer efficient data deduplication technology 
and scale-out storage architecture for long term backup retention. ExaGrid allows 
Commvault to keep its deduplication turned on/enabled and ExaGrid further 
deduplicates the data, by an additional 3X, for storage efficiency. This approach 
typically reduces the cost of storage behind Commvault by 50% or more. 

How does it work?
Commvault writes deduplicated data to ExaGrid’s Landing Zone as it would with 
any NAS storage target. It’s the same backup performance as writing to any NAS 
disk storage and the same restore speed since the most recent data remains in 
Commvault’s native deduplicated data format.

In parallel with the backups coming in, ExaGrid further deduplicates Commvault’s 
data and stores it in a deduplicated data repository. ExaGrid improves Commvault’s 
deduplication by a factor of 3X, which makes the deduplication ratio equal to that of 
a Dell EMC Data Domain appliance at 20:1.

ExaGrid has a true scale-out architecture. Each appliance includes the appropriate 
amount of processor, memory, disk, and bandwidth for the data size, so as each 
appliance is virtualized into the system, performance is maintained and backup times 
do not increase as data is added. ExaGrid scales to a multiple petabyte full backup in 
single scale-out system and customers simply add appliances for linear growth. 

ExaGrid and Commvault Features: 

�� Leave Commvault deduplication turned on

�� Write to NAS shares

�� Backup performance is the same as writing to any NAS disk

�� Restore performance is the same since Commvault deduplicated data is sitting 
in native format in the ExaGrid Landing Zone

�� ExaGrid increases deduplication ratio by 3X to 20:1

�� Scale-out architecture allows for linear scaling which maintains performance                  
as data grows

�� Supports DASH fulls

�� Supports DASH copies

When should ExaGrid be introduced to an account?
If a customer has 2, 4, 6 or up to 8 copies of backups – the combination of all weekly, 
monthly and full backups – Commvault’s deduplication to any low cost disk from HPE, 
NTAP, Dell EMC, Cisco and others will be the lowest price.

If the customer is also keeping monthlies and yearlies, such that the number of copies 
equals 10, 20, 30 or more, ExaGrid’s appliances improve the deduplication ratio by 3X 
and will be the lowest price. ExaGrid has a straight disk calculator that shows the total 
cost of low cost disk versus the cost of ExaGrid and savings as a result.

DCIG Rates ExaGrid
#1 “Recommended 

Deduplicating Backup Appliance” 
in 2018 Buyer’s Guide

ExaGrid Named “Visionary” in the 
2015 Magic Quadrant for Disk Backup 

with Deduplication Appliances

 ExaGrid Voted Network Computing’s 
“Hardware Product of the Year – 2019”

ExaGrid Voted SVC’s
“Hyper-convergence 

Company of the Year – 2018”

ExaGrid Wins Storage Awards’
“Enterprise Backup Hardware

Product of the Year – 2019”

ExaGrid Disk-based Backup Appliances        
with Commvault Deduplication   



United States:  350 Campus Drive | Marlborough, MA 01752 | (800) 868-6985  

United Kingdom: 200 Brook Drive | Green Park, Reading, Berkshire RG2 6UB  | +44 (0) 1189 497 051

Singapore : 1 Raffles Place, #20-61 | One Raffles Place Tower 2 | 048616 | +65 6808 5574

ExaGrid reserves the right to change specifications or other product information without notice. ExaGrid and the ExaGrid logo are trademarks of ExaGrid Systems, Inc.  
All other trademarks are the property of their respective holders. ©2019 ExaGrid Systems, Inc. All rights reserved.

www.exagrid.com

Why should ExaGrid be introduced to an account?
The cost of storage behind Commvault is typically anywhere from 2 to 10 times that of the Commvault license fee. It 
is not uncommon to see a Commvault quote of $1M and a storage cost of $5M. If an opportunity is price competitive, 
Commvault could benefit from the cost reduction of ExaGrid storage. In long-term retention deals, such as 8 weeklies, 
24 monthlies and 5 yearlies, ExaGrid is typically half the cost of any low cost disk due to the great reduction in the 
amount of disk ExaGrid requires with its advanced 20:1 deduplication ratio.

For more information about the partnership, please contact: 

�� Americas: info@exagrid.com or 800.868.6985 

�� APAC: info@exagrid.com or +65 6808 5574

�� EMEA: info@exagrid.com or +44 (0) 1189 497 051

ExaGrid 
With ExaGrid disk-based backup appliances, Commvault deduplicated backups are written directly to a unique disk 
Landing Zone to maintain backup performance, resulting in a short backup window. Adaptive Deduplication performs 
deduplication and replication in parallel with backups while providing full system resources to the backups for the 
shortest backup window. Available system cycles are utilized to perform deduplication and offsite replication for an 
optimal recovery point at the disaster recovery site. Once complete, the onsite data is protected and immediately 
available in its full undeduplicated form for fast restores, VM Instant Recoveries, and tape copies while the offsite data is 
ready for disaster recovery.
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